
Sunday  22nd May ‘At Home’  Worship 

All shall be well        

(Sourced from Roots worship resources) 

Call to worship 

Come if you’re healthy, come if you’re hurt. 
 

Come if you’re hopeful, come if you’re sad. 
Let God’s light shine upon you. 
Let God’s life fill you. 
Let God bring you healing and hope today. 

A gathering prayer 

God of light and life, 
you see all our problems and our pains: 
help us to open our hearts and minds to you, 
to receive your healing and forgiveness, 
and to learn how we can bring hope and healing to others. 
Amen. 

  

First impressions  

 

 

 Questions for the image 

• How would you describe the tree and its surroundings to someone who cannot see the 
image? 

• What ‘fruit’ would give you life right now? 
• Where in your community could you show Jesus’ hope and healing in action? 

 

Song : How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him Our God Reigns (How lovely on the 
Mountains) - Ingrid Dumosch - YouTube 
How Lovely On The Mountains Are The Feet Of Him 
Who Brings Good News, Good News 
Proclaiming Peace, Announcing News And Happiness 
Our God Reigns, Our God Reigns 

Our God Reigns, Our God Reigns [2] 

You Watchmen Lift Your Voices Joyfully As One 
Shout For Your King, Your King 
See Eye To Eye The Lord Restoring Zion 
Our God Reigns, Our God Reigns 

 

 
 
For artist's details, see this issue's 
illustrators. 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


Our God Reigns, Our God Reigns [2] 

Waste Places Of Jerusalem Break Forth With Joy 

We Are Redeemed, Redeemed 
The Lord Has Saved And Comforted His People 
Our God Reigns, Our God Reigns 

Our God Reigns, Our God Reigns [2] 

Ends Of The Earth, See The Salvation Of Your God 

Jesus Is Lord, Is Lord 
Before The Nations He Has Bared His Holy Arm 
Our God Reigns, Our God Reigns 

Our God Reigns, Our God Reigns [2] 
 

A prayer of confession 

Lord, you give us life. 
But there are times we don’t live life the way you wish us to. 
When pain has us in its grip, we may give in to the gloom of pessimism. 
Forgive us when we see only the gloomy downside of situations. 
Forgive us when circumstances take over and moaning is easier than fighting. 
Dark times sap our strength and courage and blind us to your light. 
Renew our strength to fight our way into your healing light. 
Forgive us and rekindle the light of hope in these times, Lord, that all shall be well. 
Amen. 

  

Assurance of forgiveness 

Through the blood of the Lamb, we are forgiven and cleansed. 
Let us praise God for his Son, the Lamb, 
who through the cross paid the price for our sins. 
Thanks be to the Lamb of God. 
Amen. 

Prayer for the Day 

Risen Christ, 
by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: 
help your Church to obey your command 
and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 
to the glory of God the Father. Amen 
 

Bible passages 

John 5:1-9   New International Version 

The Healing at the Pool 

5 Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals. 2 Now there is in 
Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda[a] and which is 
surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3 Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the 
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blind, the lame, the paralyzed. [4] [b] 5 One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight 
years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long 
time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?” 

7 “Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I 
am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.” 

8 Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 9 At once the man was cured; he 
picked up his mat and walked. 

The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 

 

Revelation 21.10,21.22-22.5 NIV 

10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy 
City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.   22 I did not see a temple in the city, 
because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or 
the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The nations 
will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 25 On no day will its 
gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 26 The glory and honor of the nations will be 
brought into it. 27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or 
deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

Eden Restored 

22 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the 
river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the 
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne 
of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4 They will see his 
face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 There will be no more night. They will not need the 
light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for 
ever and ever 

 

Reflection 

 

Thought for the Day taken from the Roots publication  

When you consider the word ‘healing’, what is your emotional reaction? If you’ve recently 
witnessed the apparently miraculous recovery of someone seriously injured in a road accident, you 
might feel very positive about the idea of healing. But if you and many others prayed earnestly for 
a young friend with cancer who then died, you may feel deep frustration and despair – or perhaps 
anger. We are all shaped by experiences such as these. 

The man in today’s Gospel story had been ill for 38 years. How would you feel in his position? 
When Jesus asks him, ‘Do you want to be made well?’, what do you imagine went through his 
head? We might read his response in various ways. When he says, ‘Sir, I have no one to [help 
me]’, does that reveal an enduring hope for healing? Or is it more of a ‘Yes, but...’, signalling an 
acceptance of the hopelessness of his situation? Or might we see it as a decision to remain 
dependent on those who have at least carried him and his mat to the pool, day after day, so that 
he might beg? Might the alternative – living an independent life and earning his money – have lost 
its appeal? 
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It might be that our situations – and the range of possible responses – are uncomfortably similar to 
those of the sick man. We might even be suffering from a chronic physical illness or disability, 
whether or not others are aware of it. More likely, we have unresolved emotional issues or 
unreconciled relationships, whether in our families or in our churches. And what about the 
brokenness we ignore in our communities, and the massive inequalities we tolerate in our nation? 
To what extent do we work for ‘the healing of the nations’, or act as if we genuinely want to ‘save 
our planet’? 

These are deeply challenging questions. When Jesus asks us, ‘Do you want to be made well?’, he 
seems to be addressing us both individually and collectively. If we allow him to draw our attention 
to one particular issue today, what might it be? And how might we respond? 

In the story, Jesus understands the man’s response – ‘Sir, I have no one to [help me]’ – as 
implying a ‘Yes’ to his question. So, he empowers him to totally change his life, as he responds to 
Jesus’ direction: ‘Stand up, take your mat and walk.’ If we are willing to change, Jesus is ready to 
empower us. And if we are willing to change our world, Jesus will walk with us every step of the 
way. 

Dare we pause for a moment and notice what Jesus would have us see – either in our own lives or 
beyond? And if we dare to say ‘Yes’ to his healing and enabling power, what might be our very first 
step? 

 

Song : Be still, for the presence of the Lord  Be still for the presence of the Lord - YouTube 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here. 
Come, bow before him now, with reverence and fear. 
In him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground. 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here. 
 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; 
he burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned. 
How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around. 
 
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place, 
he comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace. 
No work too hard for him, in faith receive from him; 
be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place. 
 Words: David J Evans 
 

We pray for others 

Over the huge boundaries between rich and poor: 
we pray equality. 
Over the powerful boundaries between justice and oppression: 
we pray truth. 
Over the cultural boundaries between church and community: 
we pray connections. 
Over the bitter boundaries between families: 
we pray reconciliation. 
Over all the boundaries that divide: 
we pray trust and openness and new beginnings. 
In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
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Song Shout for joy and sing. Shout For Joy And Sing - YouTube 

by David Fellingham  

 
Shout for joy and sing your praises to the King 
Lift your voice and let your hallelujahs ring 
Come before His throne to worship and adore 
Enter joyfully now the presence of the Lord 
You are my Creator, You are my Deliverer 
You are my Redeemer, You are Lord 
And You are my Healer 
You are my Provider 
You are now my Shepherd and my Guide 
Jesus, Lord and King, I worship You 
 

© 1988 Kingsway�s Thankyou Music 
 

A sending out prayer 

Glorious God, you shine your light 
into the dark places of our lives and of our world. 
Gentle God, you touch us with your healing love and make us whole. 
We ask you to be with us and shine through us this week, 
and use us to bring hope and healing to others. 
Amen. 

 
Amen. 

Go with God 24/7 

Look for opportunities to bring hope and healing to someone – e.g. by taking time simply to listen 

to them, or by inviting them on a walk or an outing, or by doing something practical to help them.  
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